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Old Testament Prophecy and Biblical Criticism.* — How far is the prophetic 
element of the Old Testament, which relates to Christ and his Kingdom, af- 
fected by the results of recent biblical criticism ? This element consists, first, 
in the conception that Israel was a people chosen by God to constitute his 
kingdom here on earth ; secondly, in the fact that Israel failed to fulfill the 
purpose of this choice ; and thirdly, in the promise that, in spite of present 
failure, the purpose should yet be carried out and the kingdom of God should 
be realized. The first two of these facts may be called the basis of prophecy, 
while the last is the prophetic word proper. Old Testament prophecy, then, in 
substance, is the promise, the assurance, of the realization or consummation of 
the kingdom of God. It declares that the barriers to this result, as they were 
seen in Israel and the world, will be removed. Through divine judgments and 
the gracious bestowal of spiritual gifts, the people will be cleansed from sin 
and ignorance and have free access to God, who will dwell among them. The 
kingdom also will be world-wide, embracing all nations and all classes in a 
condition of great joy, peace and prosperity. In connection with this promise 
was announced the advent of a future king, the Messiah, who would be in- 
strumental in bringing about these happy results, and who, like the Israeli tish 
king, but in a most unique and mysterious manner, should represent both the 
people to God and God to the people. This, in brief, is the substance of Old 
Testament prophecy. It is the promise of the redemption of Israel, together 
with the Gentiles. Its form and expression are varied, conditioned by the 
times of its utterance and the personal characteristics of those who proclaimed 
it. All specific prophecies present in same way this general theme. If judg- 
ment is pronounced against the people of Israel, it means that they do not 
truly represent the kingdom of God. They must be purified. If the over- 
throw of Israel's foes is predicted, it proclaims the ultimate triumph of the 
kingdom of God over all obstacles. This prophecy is found not only directly 
in words, but also indirectly in the history and institutions of Israel which, as 
a revelation of the divine character, became suggestive of the future. The re- 
demption of the people from Egypt gave reason for the hope of a larger and 
fuller redemption, and became its type. Now this prophetic word is abso- 
lutely untouched in all its essential features by recent biblical criticism. It 
makes no difference how the date and authorship of the books of the Old Tes- 
tament may be changed. They may be shifted from century to century, or 
person to person, without affecting the promises and expectations there re- 
corded. The proto-evangelium and the promises given to Abraham, whether 
written by Moses or a writer of the exile, equally foreshadow Christ, declaring 
the purpose that God had at the beginning of the history of man and Israel. 
If the author of the Books of Samuel was mistaken in regard to the genesis of 
the expectation of the Messiah as the son of David, as some hold, yet the fact 
of this expectation remains, which originated in some way and is fulfilled in 
Christ. The fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, if written by another than the 

* By Prof. E. L. Curtis, in Boston Congregationalist , Jan. 7, 1892. 



124 Synopses of Important Articles. [Feb., 

prophet of that name, stands unimpaired as a signal prophecy of the suffering 
Saviour and the risen Redeemer. Likewise it is with all Old Testament 
prophecy. The lines of its prefigurement of and preparation for Christ and 
Christianity can never be obliterated. But while modern biblical criticism has 
not modified the conception of the substance of Old Testament prophecy, it 
has, to a considerable extent, changed the conception of its form, in three 
ways : (i) The older writers frequently did not distinguish clearly between 
the historical meaning of passages and the final meaning discerned in the light 
of the fulfillment. They often made the former identical with the latter. The 
New Testament writers usually, if not always, interpret the Old Testament 
simply in the light of its fulfillment, and are at no pains to give the historic 
meaning. Nor do they distinguish between direct and indirect prophecies. A 
recognition of these facts is necessary to a correct understanding of the appli- 
cations of the Old Testament in the New. (2) Since prophecy was universally 
conditioned in form by the period of its announcement, modern criticism finds 
such a conditioning element in the records of primeval and patriarchal antiq- 
uity. The line cannot be drawn with perfect exactness between the original 
event and its later interpretation. The present forms of the patriarchal prom- 
ises were determined in some degree by the date and authorship of their 
record, but doubtless they have a real historic value. (3) Modern biblical criti- 
cism has also taken away some of the importance once attached to the literal 
fulfillments of prophecy. Great stress used to be laid upon these, and they 
have a permanent significance. But the supreme value is in the deeper, spirit- 
ual fulfillment. 

Prof. Curtis has written so concisely that it is difficult to condense his words. His state- 
ment of the content of Old Testament prophecy is particularly good. The confidence 
which he expresses, that current criticism has only to do with its unessential characteris- 
tics, may well be shared by all who are fearful of the results of Biblical scholarship. The 
lines of modification along which he says the better conception of Old Testament prophecy 
is now being developed, are worthy of the attention, careful thought and study of all Bible 
students. 



Inspiration.* — It cannot be too often repeated that the only legitimate 
method of determining what is involved in the idea of inspiration, or under 
what conditions it manifests itself, is by an examination of the books that are 
described as inspired, and an impartial study of the facts presented by them. 
The Bible does not define it, nor does it contain any warrant for the verbal 
theories advanced by some speculative theologians. It lays no claim to abso- 
lute and universal inerrancy. Without pretending to define inspiration, or to 
determine the mystery of its operation, we may, I suppose, say that what we 
mean by it is, an influence which gave to those who received it a unique and 
extraordinary spiritual insight, enabling them thereby, without superseding 
or suppressing the human faculties, but rather using them as its instruments, 
to declare in different degrees, and in accordance with the needs or circum- 
stances of particular ages or particular occasions, the mind and purpose of 
God. Every true and noble thought of man is indeed, in a sense, inspired of 
God ; but with the biblical writers the purifying and illuminating Spirit must 
have been present in some special and exceptional measure. Nevertheless, in 
the words of the prophet or ether inspired writer, there is a human element 
not less than a divine element, and neither of these must be ignored. The 

*By Prof. S. R. Driver, D. D., in Magazine of Christian Literature, Jan., 1892. 



